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returned to till their fields. It was impossible to reach
all the abuses in the administration of justice, but we
broke down the gross injustices. Fear ceased to be the
dominant attitude and order came slowly back out from
disorder. We were doing in our small areas what the
Treaty of Sevres, if it could be enforced, planned to do
for all Anatolia.
But it was a leap back to an old system. The Great War
that had been fought to end all wars, and the Graat Peace
that had been signed to end all peace, had made the system
archaic. England had lost, as well as her strength, her
instinct to rule. It had belonged to one class that,
poor but well educated, had filled the army and navy
and the civil services. It was the class that had made
and ruled the Empire, and it had been the schoolmaster
as well as the ruler of the East. It was gone, killed by
the Great War and crushed out by economic conditions.
Neither the rich nor the titled aristocrats nor Labour
had this instinct nor the inspiration, and England cared
no more for these things. In the East was a revolt
against Europe and its dominance and its persistent
assumption of superiority. Based on the treaty of
August 1919, the old system was tried in Persia. It
was the foundation of the administration of Irak. It
was the keynote of the Treaty of Sevres. One by one
each was swept into the dust-bin as rubbish and dried
meatless bones. Our work marked the final trial and
the passing of the old system and the refusal of the
Asiatic to accept good government at the hands of
European schoolmasters.
Gradually the gendarmes destroyed the brigand bands